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WESTPORT TASKFORCE — KWINANA AND FREMANTLE PORTS 
Statement by Minister for Ports 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Ports) [2.07 pm]: Yesterday I joined 
the Premier and the Minister for Transport to announce our government’s plan to meet WA’s long-term freight 
needs and remove container trucks from Perth’s suburbs. 

Our economy is built on international trade, and modern, efficient port infrastructure is absolutely critical for our 
state to remain competitive in the twenty-first century. The independent Westport Taskforce has undertaken the 
most comprehensive and rigorous investigation into WA’s freight needs in the state’s history. Its final report has 
recommended a land-backed port within the Kwinana industrial area, connected by an uninterrupted freight corridor 
via Anketell Road and Tonkin Highway. 

Fremantle port has served our state for the past 100 years, and now it is time to plan and build the infrastructure to 
set up our state for the next century. Westport’s investigations show Fremantle’s road and rail network will reach 
capacity by the early or mid-2030s. Keeping Fremantle as Perth’s only container port will mean limited capacity 
to grow freight on rail and more trucks in the suburbs. Upgrading road and rail and expanding and strengthening 
port infrastructure to cater for growth over the next 20 years would cost the state between $7 billion and $8 billion. 

The Westport Taskforce has found that a new Kwinana container port will need to be operational by around 2032, 
meaning planning must get underway now. We are investing $97.2 million to progress the recommendations and 
prepare the business case, with a priority on mitigating environmental impacts and protecting land for the future port 
and supply chains. Work will now proceed to determine whether container trade moves to Kwinana in one step, 
around 2032, or over a phased period that will see both ports share the freight task for around a further 15 years.  

We see a bright future for Fremantle. This morning we announced a new transformational development at 
Victoria Quay. We have granted a lease to Gage Roads Brewing Co to develop a new microbrewery, restaurant and cafe 
in the historic A Shed building. Gage Roads sees A Shed as its spiritual home. It will transform the heritage-listed 
goods shed into a microbrewery, restaurant, alfresco area, bar and playground. The facility will operate seven days 
a week as a family-friendly venue, geared towards attracting a wide range of clientele of locals and tourists. 

Today we have also released the Victoria Quay waterfront steering committee’s assessment of future opportunities 
for Victoria Quay, examining future opportunities in tourism, culture and the arts and hospitality in Fremantle. 
Together our new port infrastructure at Kwinana and a vision for Fremantle will create tens of thousands of jobs 
for WA, and drive our state’s future economy. 
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